
 

What’s On 

1 

 Volume 25, Issue  4  APRIL  2022 

“ Community Volunteers in Action” 

  Circulation  2200 

© Eastbend Rural Communications Inc. 4540 Old Northern Rd, Maroota NSW 2756. Ph: 0407 949 899, e-mail livingheritage@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 ..by 
Many local 

photographers 

 

 

Dural Growers  
Market 
2nd Sunday each month  
Country Club Dural 
Info: 0417 227 748 
 
Glenorie Growers  
Market 
4th Sunday each month 
Les Shore Oval Glenorie 
Info: 0417 227 748 
 
St Albans Village 
Market 
2nd Sunday each month 
Wharf Street St Albans 
info@stalbansvillagemarket 
.com.au 

 
1-3rd Apr -Fri to Sun 
Tiny Homes 
Exhibition 
Hawkesbury  
Showground 
Clarendon 
Info: 0427 765 554 
 
Sat 9th Apr 
National 
Gem &  
Crystal Expo 
Hawk Indoor Stadium 
South Windsor 
Info: 0412 333 150 
 
22-24th Apr - Fri-Sun 
Wildwood Gardens in 
Autumn 
Powells Rd Bilpin 
Info: 0417 042460 
 
ANZAC DAY Service 

Mon 25th April 
Wisemans Ferry 

...see page 3 

Put these in your diary! 

LITTLE CATTAI CREEK 

PITT TOWN ROAD PITT TOWN BOTTOMS 

HAWKESBURY RIVER 

WISEMANS FERRY 

WINDSOR ROAD 

WISEMANS FERRY 

WINDSOR BRIDGE 

CHOPPER ON DUTY 

WINDSOR BRIDGE 

WINDSOR 

WINDSOR 
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The opinions stated in the Living 
Heritage News are not necessarily 
those of the editorial staff, nor those 
of Eastbend Rural Communications 
Inc. They are published to provide 
the community with information 
and a medium for discussion on 
issues affecting them and their 
neighbours. 

T he Kookaburras had been making 
quite a racket all morning when I 

found the reason.. a flock of Choughs 
were wandering down my slope and 
pecking on the ground. As I rushed 
for my camera several Kookaburras 
came swooping after them  and my 
photo opportunity was gone. I don't 
know why they were chasing the 
Choughs who are large black birds with 
brownish red eyes and white tips on their 
wings that are only visible when they fly. 
They live in groups of 6-10, this was a 
large group. Their nests are made of mud 
and are attended by the family group - 
hope they return. 
 The frogs are keeping me awake at 
night. They have taken up residence in 
the puddle outside my bedroom window -
at least three different types. 
 I was hanging out my washing when 
I saw what I thought was a small clump 
of grass (lawn had just been mowed ) on 
my pegs. When I went to remove it I 
realized it was a moth with beautiful 
markings and the wings were two shades 
of brown . After much poring over the 
internet I had to admit defeat-the closest I 
got was a Privet  Hawk Moth. I did  
however find a huge stunning moth - two 
shades of  orange, brown and lime/
yellow - it was the Giant Emperor Moth. 
It is worth checking on the internet! 
 In the middle of February I wandered 
up to my dam to check out the waterlilies
- there were heaps in flower and so  
beautiful, then down came all that rain 
and they all went under. Days later I went 
up to the dam again to check the dam 
level and they had  popped up again  
despite having even more rain in it. 
 During all that heavy rain I took the 
opportunity to revert to my childhood 
again and went splashing through all the 
puddles and rivulets-- very exhilarating !! 
 After the burn off in our area quite a 

Success is not 
final, failure is 
not fatal: it is 
the courage to 
continue that 

counts! 
Winston Churchill 
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few years ago most of my Flannel Flowers 
disappeared, as a stronger colonizing plant 
took over their bush area. I was happy to 
see that those plants have grown taller and 
my Flannel Flowers are now appearing 
again. I thought I'd lost them for good. 
 I would love to know the history of 
our property. It was on the corner of River 
Road opposite the fire brigade, and at 
some stage in the past it was subdivided 
into three blocks, with ours being the  
middle one. An old stone cottage was on 
the site where  our home sits now, then 
later another one was built where our  
garage shed is. The thing that intrigues 
me,  is the small dam built  down in the 
bush at the bottom of a long rock slope. 
 Large rectangular blocks of rock were 
placed to make a wall. How on earth did 
they put them there?  How long ago?  For 
what purpose? If any of the older citizens 
in our area has any information on this, I 
would love to know. The dam is often dry, 
but you can imagine it now, full to the 
brim and overflowing down our property.   
Please stay  safe in this  time of  
devastating floods. 

 
 
 
 
 

I  have let the pictures do the talking 
this month, so many people sent me 

their flood pics, though I don’t’ have 
enough room to put all of them in. 
However, I have put in a selection that 
I'm sure will be appreciated.  
 The Village Market for 13th March 
at St Albans, had to be cancelled for 
obvious reasons, and was rescheduled 
as a ‘pop up’ market’ on 19th March. 
 What a wonderful day that turned 
out to be, with 300 people rocking up 
for support. This is a good indication of 
what the future holds for this market. 
 In times of trouble, these great 
communities of ours, pull together and 
give their all to get the district back and 
running again. There will be many who 
still have not got their properties  
returned to their former glory, but with 

great community spirit, turned up to 
make sure the markets were successful. 
Why would you live anywhere else? 
 In saying that, these last two floods 
have shown that telecommunications 
and electricity are vital in keeping our 
communities connected and safe. Those 
who were inundated with floodwaters, 
eventually had their power turned off, 
which resulted in the towers being  
inoperable, therefore making it almost 
impossible to let emergency services 
and others know of their plight. 
 And that’s when locals spring into 
action, knowing their neighbours, and 
what needed to be done. Words seem 
not enough, to thank those heroes who 
put themselves at risk to help their  
communities. But anyway, thank you! 
     

 ….Enjoy this issue...Carole 
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REFRIGERATION & 
AIR-CONDITIONING  
INSTALLATION AND 
MAINTENANCE 
 
 
 
 

 

Deluge 
 
Rising waters, getting deep, 
Through the wall, slowly seep. 
Pack the car, drive away, 
Speeding current, do not stay. 
Muddy ground, leaving home, 
All around, spreading loam. 
 
Never dry, Always wet 
Bring the kids, and the pet. 
Bridge is gone, rail’s down, 
Hidden roofs, no more town 
When it’s done, nothing left 
Of home and happiness, we are bereft. 
 
Help the neighbours, be a friend, 
We can rebuild, at the end. 
A clear sky, no clouds or rain, 
Brick by brick, we regain. 
All together, in threes and fives, 
Work with each other, restore our lives. 

We do VAST satellite 
Television 

We supply and install in 
all Black-spot areas 

 
Mobile Computer Service  

as well. 
 

Office: 45 664403 

  

COHENS CREEK THE DUNKIRK HOTEL 

by Ben age 13 

CARAVAN PARK MITCHELL RD 

...and then help  
arrived 

ANZAC DAY Service 
Monday 25th April 2022 

 

Dawn Service 6am sharp 
Mustering for ANZAC DAY march, will be at 
Wisemans Ferry Public School at 10am sharp. 

10.30am morning service following the march at 
Wisemans Ferry War Memorial. 

 
Due to the flood damage at the club, the gunfire 

breakfast may not go ahead. 

CARAVAN PARK 



 
Roseriver Pty Ltd 
   

Contractor License: 60047C 
 

Experienced in all aspects of Plumbing,  
Draining and Gasfitting.  

 

Blocked Drains-Electric Eel, 
 Gas & Electric Hot Water Systems, 

Gas heater installations, Taps & Toilets,  
Sewage Systems, 

Absorption Trenches,  
Backflow Prevention & TMV’s 

 

Servicing the Hills Area for 30 years- 
No job too large or small! 

 

Phone: 4573 6966 – 0418 445 919  
 0407 409 020 
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T he MVA Wellbeing Project is proud to 
support and offer Livingworks online 

START training free of charge to the  
Macdonald Valley community. 
 What is LivingWorks START online  
training? 
 During the online training session you will 
learn the skills to recognise and respond to 
someone having thoughts of suicide. 
 LivingWorks Start is a 90-minute online 
training program for all Australians 15 years 
and over to learn how to recognise when  
someone is having thoughts of suicide and 
respond to keep them safe. The program is self 
paced and can be done anytime at your  
convenience. 
Training features: 
•An evidence-based practical four-step model 
to keep someone safe from suicide 
•Interactive simulations and scenarios to  
practice your skills 
•Customised content depending on learner 
location and needs 
•Lifetime access to resources and refresher 
training 
•Proven to increase confidence in talking to 
someone about suicide and connecting them to 
care 
 Supporting communities during COVID-19 
The ongoing impacts of COVID19 have many 
of us feeling unsettled, uncertain and lonely, 
particularly those living with restrictions right 
now. For some, those feelings may turn to 
thoughts of suicide. That’s why it is more  
important than ever to train all Australians in 
suicide prevention, so we can support those 
around us – even while social distancing. 

Ready to enroll?  
Please contact Kate Stuart on stalbanscourthouse@gmail.com so 
she can enroll you. 

 

T he Hills Shire Council Mayor Dr Peter Gangemi and  
Member for Hawkesbury Robyn Preston MP hear the sad 

news that the Mens Shed was inundated again by this flood, 
with more destruction of their equipment. I’m sure Adrian gave 
them the full story, and what is needed to make sure it can’t 
happen again. Of course there is no other news at this time. 

 

 
 

 Open Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Debbie Millar 
Hairdressing 
0414 791 397 

Sackville North                 ….by appointment 

Susan Templeman MP 
   

A fter a mammoth 
effort to clean up 

after floodwaters  
inundated the café, 
Tractor 828 has opened 
again for business! If 
you’re in the Ebenezer 
area, drop into see 
Mark and help our  
local businesses get 
back on their feet. 

D efenders of 
Thompson 

Square members, met 
with Hawkesbury  
Council recently to 
discus the proposed 
removal of the  
rotunda and pergolas 
in Windsor Mall.  
 Several of the 
shopkeepers in the 
vicinity would like 
them to remain. If 
you share the same 
view, please  
message the Mayor 
and councillors of Hawkesbury Council. 4560 4444 

 

Ph 4579 9982 

mailto:stalbanscourthouse@gmail.com
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builder who was involved 
in the building of South 
Matroota Hall.  
 They made their home 
down Cliftonville Road, the 
same road that Margaret’s 
family lived on. They had 
three children of their own, George, 
Edna and Heather Begg. 
 Because of Margaret’s kind nature 
and love of children, she and Dal  
adopted some other children. 
 Margaret and Dal were both part of 
the South Maroota Baptist Church  
congregation. 
 Amongst Margaret’s interests, were 
gardening, knitting and glass painting. 
In her retirement, Margaret and Dal 
moved to Queensland. 

w e are pleased to continue a series of 
memoirs selected from a booklet titled 

‘The Women of Maroota’.  This is aThey had 
three children  
compilation of recollections from Ruby E 
Ramm, published in 2001.  Ruby’s stories  
are a mixture of personal memories and 
those of family and friends, and convey the 
admiration and respect in which these  
forebears were held. 
 We hope you enjoy reading about these 
amazing pioneering women, and we look 
forward to hearing your own stories of the 
old days in our district. 
    

Margaret Begg (nee Lincoln) 
 

M argaret’s family, the Lincoln’s, 
lived down Cliftonville Road, 

South Maroota. 
 Margaret’s brother was the first 
school teacher at South Maroota PS. 
 Some of the highlights in Margaret’s 
youth, were the good times she had spent 
with friends, especially at Christmas 
time. They would get together and travel 
around carol singing and have sing-a-
longs around the piano at the Lincoln’s 
home. She also enjoyed the outings with 
the Sunday School, when PSSM (Postal 
Sunday School Movement) came around 
the district.                                              
 Margaret married Dal Begg, a  

 ...compiled by  
Ruby Ramm 

Margaret Grace Ramm 
(nee Roberts) 

 

M argaret Grace lived 
in Stonehouse 

Grove from the 1940’s to 
1963. She was my  
mother-in-law. Having 
lived previously in Cattai Ridge Road 
Glenorie. 
 Her mother was Sarah Deasey, the 
first school teacher at Cattai PS. 
 Margaret Grace had two daughters, 
Edna and Norma, and three sons, Eric, 
Clyde and Ron. 
 She was afflicted with Rheumatoid 
Arthritis during the time I knew her. And 
though she seldom complained, she 
found using her hands very difficult, and 
it was obvious that it was painful. 
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Advertise your 

event, notice  

or sale on our 

Noticeboard  

 

 

 

Wisemans Ferry  

Seniors 

 

Come along and meet our group  
for some fun Bingo, morning tea,  

and just lively general chats. 
 

 Call Judy if you would like to join 
the Sunshine Group, we follow all 

Covid safe rules. 
  

 0429 042775 
   

 

 

 

 

O ne of the pleasures of being  out and about  with car clubs is seeing the large scale art works  adorning  
towns all over our country that depicts the history and/or the major rural pursuits of each town.  

  On a recent trip up to the Blue Mountains (Our first outing since Covid struck) I couldn't help but notice 
the large art works as you cross under railway lines.  At Blackheath was a wall of symbols, both aboriginal 
and from nature that was a bright addition to a plain brick wall. 
 On one of our car trips we came across the town of Mendooran whilst travelling  between Mudgee and 
Dunedoo. Its only a small rural village  but it has many murals in it that show the pursuits and history of the 
area . It is such  a shame that these small town die. 
 Weethalie silo was the first one of these that I saw as well as being the first one painted in NSW in July 
2017. Grenfell was the 26th silo and was completed in 2019.  
 On our trip to the gulf last year we saw many examples of silo, water tank and street art as the rural towns 
try to attract the tourists to visit and spend tourist dollars in their town. Windorah, Richmond, Charleville and 
Longreach all had water tank/tower art and Huendon had street art plus many others.  At Augathella were 
more water tanks  and on the shops in the main street were murals on the front of Buchan's garage. My most 
favourite of all the towns was Thallon  just over the border Qld side of NSW with its fabulous silo art in 
stunning colours. They even have a viewing platform for visitors. As well the town has Wombats on the wa-
ter tank and street art on the side of bridge supports. Wow!! 
 If you are interested in pursuits like this you can  purchase  where to find guides for all the different art 
works on the computer. I saw a map of Australia with dots all over it showing the locations of the various 
types of art - you click on the dot and up comes the art pictures.  
 And don't forget our own Windsor and Richmond has their examples of street art. 

By Liz Wilkinson 

Something 

For You 
 

The Windsor Probus Club  
offers a wide range of activities and 

connections for retirees in the  
Hawkesbury area.  

 

If you are looking to make friends and 
connections while enjoying outings and 

activities please phone our Secretary 
Ann Jones on  

 

0414 298945 
  

so we can welcome you 
 along to a meeting. 

Free Legal Advice 
 

Tony Simpson Law Firm will be 
running a free legal aid service from his 
new office – behind the Doctor’s  
Surgery, next to the Sunshine Club - 
once a month for people who are  
financially vulnerable, including  
people on Centrelink or pensions. 
Hours to be notified in due course or 
ring for further information  

 

45 664 911 

H opefully we are back to our  
regular Monday meetings  

playing Bingo, socialising and  
generally having fun.  Arriving about 
9:00 for a cuppa and a chat with Bingo 
commencing at 9:30. 
 We have several other trips planned 
but no definite dates set as yet, we 
should have them settled by next  
issue. Fingers crossed there will be no 
interruptions, and we will  have plenty 
of trips this year. 
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Don't forget our Facebook page  
Wisemans Ferry Bingo Group  and for 
any queries contact Jo 0419 413 523 or 

Noelene 45 668 226 

St Albans Village Market… 
 
Sat 9 – Sun 10 April 
Sat 14 – Sun 15 May 
Sat 11 – Sun 12 June 
Sat 9 – Sun 10 July 
Sat 13 – Sun 14 August 
Sat 10 – Sun 11 September 
Sat 8 – Sun 9 October 
Sat 12 – Sun 13 November 
Sat 10 – Sun 11 December 

Gates open at 9am 

Come and join in the fun 



LIVING HERITAGE  
FOLDING DAYS 

 
May….Tue…..Apr…..26th 

Jun…..Mon…..May…..23rd 
Jul….Mon…..Jun….27th 

Aug…..Mon…..Jul…..25th 
Sept…..Mon…..Aug...22nd 

 
We fold from 11am and usually it 
takes about 2-3 hours depending 

on the number of helpers. 
If you have any spare time, we can 

always use some help. 
 

 Ph: 0407 949 899  

 

Pastor Peter Goldstien 
Community Chaplain 

 
• Pastoral Care 
• Weddings 
• Funerals 
• Baby Dedications 
• Grief Counselling 

 

email:  
petergoldstien12@gmail.com 

 
 45 750 313 

 

Mob: 0428 234 228 

      

 

 

 

WINNING! 
Run To Win (1Cor. 9-24) 

 

I n the Roman Empire, athletes stripped down to a simple 
loincloth so that nothing prevented them from running 

their best race. Referring to it, Paul writes: Don’t you realise 
that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the 
prize?...... So run to win! All athletes are disciplined in their 
training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away….. but 
we do it for an eternal prize. So I run with purpose in every 
step… (1 Cor. 9: 24-26).  
 How about you? Do you just want the fun of being in the 
race or are you running to win? To succeed at being what 
God has redeemed and called you to be, you will have to 
stop doing certain things, even enjoying things and begin 
doing other things that support your goals and help you to 
fulfil your God-ordained purpose. Sometimes this will mean 
saying “no” to well-intentioned people who try to involve 
you in things that steal your time and produce the wrong 
results. It will also mean dealing with …. 
”the sin that so easily entangles”….(Heb 12:1). 
 When God says something is wrong….it’s wrong! You 
don’t need to rationalise, make excuses or feel sorry for 
yourself. You just need to agree, ask His forgiveness and get 
it out of your life. Who gets the prize? Those who pay the 
price!  
 Paul knew he couldn‘t win the race without first bringing 
his body, mind and emotions under the control of God’s 
Spirit. The same goes for you. And you can’t expect  
somebody else to make you do what is right…… you must 
listen to what God’s saying to you….and take action! 
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God Bless!..............PS  Peter Goldstien JP, Community Chaplain. 

 

Advertise your 
Business Here! 

Just $16.50  
per issue. 

Contact Sheila 
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Rainfall for 
 

FEB 24th To  MAR 23rd 
 

Week 1.  52mm 
Week 2.  nil 
Week 3.  1mm 
Week 4.  10mm 
Week 5.  1mm 
 

   

  Taken at  
South Maroota 

 
company claims large  
deductions for depreciating  
assets in a particular income 
year and this puts the company 
into a loss position then the tax 
loss can generally only be  
carried forward to future years. 
 However, the loss carry 
back rules allow some  
companies to apply current year 
losses against taxable profits in 
prior years and claim a refund 
of the tax that has been paid. At 
this stage the loss carry back 
rules are due to expire at the end 
of the 2022 income year, but we 
are hopeful that the rules will be 
extended to cover the 2023  
Income year as well.  

Helping one person  

may not change the  

whole world. 

but it can change  

one person’s world. 

T emporary full expensing 
enables your business to 

fully expense the cost of: 
*new depreciable assets 
*improvements to existing  
eligible assets, and 
*second hand assets in the first 
year of use. 
 Introduced in the 2020-21  
Budget and now extended until 
30 June 2023, this measure  
enables an asset’s cost to be fully 
deductible upfront rather than 
being claimed over the asset’s 
life, regardless of the cost of the 
asset. Legislation passed by  
Parliament last month extends 
the rules to cover assets that are 
first used or installed ready for 
use by 30 June 2023.  
 Some expenses are excluded 
including improvements to land 
or buildings that are not treated 
as plant or as separate depreciat-
ing assets in their own right. Ex-
penditure on these improvements 
would still normally be claimed 
at 2.5% or 4% per year. 
 For companies it is important 
to note that the loss carry back 
rules have not as yet been ex-
tended to 30 June 2023 – we’re 
still waiting for the relevant  
legislation to be passed. If a  

St Albans Station:  
4568 2011  
  

Captain: Lilly Stepanovich:  
0409 322 236  
  

Senior Dep: Sherri McMahon: 
4568 2013.  
sherrimcmahon4@gmail.com  
  

Permit issuing officers:  
Lilly and Warwick:  
https://www.stalbansrfs.org/ 

ST ALBANS  RURAL  
FIRE  BRIGADE            

 

4778 Wisemans Ferry Rd, 
 SPENCER NSW 2775 
   

New members always welcome. 
  

Captain Alison Wade 
T: 1415 668 953 
   

E: captain.Spencer@ccrfs.org.au  
Facebook:  
Spencer Rural Fire Brigade 
  

• 2nd Monday of Month – 

 Meeting @ 18.30 

• 3rd Monday of Month – 

 Maintenance @ 18:30 

• 4th  Monday of Month – 
 Training @ 18:30 

SPENCER   RURAL  
FIRE  BRIGADE            

 

The material and contents provided 
in this publication are informative in 
nature only.  It is not intended to be 

advice and you should not act  
specifically on the basis of this  

information alone.  
If expert assistance is required,  

professional advice  
should be obtained. 

 
 
Harry  (Brett) Edwards 
Managing Director 
Bell Partners Norwest 
Accountants and Advisors 
02 8292 9700 
hedwards@bellpartnersnorwest.com 

WOMEN 
OF 

MAROOTA 
RURAL 

FIRE  
BRIGADE 

  

I t was not so long ago that the only role women played in the 
Bushfire Brigade (as it was known then) was to make sandwiches 

while the men fought the fire! 
 Look at how far we have come!! We now have young girls as 
junior members. We have daughters, sisters, cousins, wives, mothers 
and grandmothers, all as invaluable members of Maroota Brigade. 
 They perform a diverse range of roles within the brigade. They 
are so important to Maroota Brigade as they bring a whole new  
perspective to what the Brigade does for the community. 
 The ladies can apply for any job within the Brigade. In our  
Brigade, we have fire fighters, admin people, trainers and crew  
leaders. One day one or more of our ladies will make Deputy  
Captain or Captain themselves! It will all come down to the courses 
they do and the experience they have, the same qualifications as the 
men must attain. 
 Last but definitely not least, the women that stay at home and 
keep the household running, the business running and the farm  
running. THANK YOU, LADIES, we could not function properly as 
a brigade if you did not let your partners leave to attend incidents, 
meetings, strike teams etc. 
YOU, are just as important as the brigade.                   Peter Kazzi 
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Anita Nicholas 

PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
 

167 Pebbly Hill Road Cattai 2756 
Tues & Thurs, other times by appointment Home visits available 

 

0417 022 510 
 

Core stability classes held on Thursdays 
 during the day and Tuesday evenings 

 

 

WISEMANS FERRY HAIR DESIGN 
 

Shop 7/5557 Old Northern Road 
Wisemans Ferry NSW 2775 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Business Hours: Monday 9:00 to 3:30 
Wednesday to Friday 9:00 to 5:00 

 

Closed Tuesday, Saturday & Sunday 
 

0245 664 300 

TONY SIMPSON & CO. LAW FIRM 
GENERAL PRACTICE 

‘For all your legal needs’ 
 

TRAFFIC & OTHER COURT MATTERS - WILLS -   
POWERS OF ATTORNEY- COMMERCIAL MATTERS 

 

Phone for Appointment Monday to Friday 
Located at Banks Cottage 5550 Old Northern Road Wisemans Ferry 

(Behind the Doctor’s Surgery) 
 
 

Tel:  45 664 911/ Mob 0409 488 914 
email: tonysimpson@ozemail.com.au 
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 JOHN CLARKE 
   

Licenced Electrician 
Family Owned Business 
Installation & Repairs,  
New Builds & Renovations 
Servicing  Wisemans Ferry  
and Surrounding Areas. 
  

 Call: 0431 875 871 
Email: a.jelite@outlook.com AJ Elite Electrical FB page  

      
 

 

 IT’S GIVEAWAY TIME! 
    

O ur post flood pop up market was a huge success and a great  
community gathering on a glorious sunny day. 

 `As a big THANK YOU to all who have supported St Albans Village 
Market we are giving away 3 x $50 SAVM vouchers to spend at any 
stall on BOTH of our next market days - 9 & 10 April - so that’s 6 
vouchers in total. 

WISEMANS FERRY 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

 

All mowing All your garden jobs 
 

Total care-taking needs Fully insured 
 

Ring Tony Duval 0408 416 696 or 02 4566 4378 
ABN 4810 4311 667           “We do more than care for your lawns” 

Yoga with a View 
 

Monday Classes  - Wiseman's Ferry  
       Community Centre 

 

General class 10.00 -11.30 am $18  
 

Chair yoga 12.30 - $10 
 

  for seniors & those with limited mobility,  
 

 Commencing January 10th - All Welcome 
 

Tina   0410 433 538          

 

 How To Enter 
All you have to do is go to either of the 
April Facebook Event posts and click 
#interested to be in the draw – and then 
come to the market on that day. 
  Winners will be drawn from the list of 
‘interested’ people and announced at the 
Market at midday on both 9 & 10 April, and 
later posted online. 
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Community FireWise 
The Hills District Rural Fire Service                    PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE! 

   

Sackville North:      9654 1244 
      "     Mob         0419 522 088  
Lwr McDonald:      4568 2168 

St Albans:             0409 322 236 
Spencer:     4566 4640 
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L ast month I mentioned how green our district was looking and 
how much greater build up of fuel in our forest areas there is  

because of the huge rainfalls we had been having. This continues but 
now our community has been impacted by the biggest floods we have 
seen for decades. 
 In response to this, our brigades have called on their skills in flood 
events, along with any other incidents that have come along.  
As I write this month’s article we are in the middle of helping out in 
the evacuation centre at Wisemans Ferry which started out at the 
Wisemans Ferry  Bowling Club until that had to be evacuated on 
Tuesday night to Cassely Cottage, opposite the Wisemans Ferry Inn.  
Here we have assisted in registering evacuees as they were brought 
over the rivers by either SES or RFS, built food packages for stranded 
residents and evacuees, assisted SES  in flood rescue, dropped food 
packages to residents still stranded in remote areas across the rivers 
and have assisted in the clean out of the Bowling Club to make it  
operational again. We, along with many other brigades, will continue 
to assist with the clean up of the floods when the water finally goes 
down. 
 Our brigades are always trying to instil on our community the 
importance of planning for survival in any emergency, not just fire.  
Many of the people we have seen in this flood event had plans. They 
moved their furniture up high, moved their stock to higher ground, 
knew if they would leave or stay based on what had happened in the 
past. However, this was no ordinary flood. It turned out to be the  
biggest flood people have seen in Wisemans Ferry. It has never  
entered the club premises before.  
 We never quite know what Mother Nature will throw at us and 
unfortunately a lot of these people didn’t realise they needed a Plan B 
or C or D. They have now seen the worst-case scenario of a flood. It 
was not in their control and evacuation was the only answer and now 
they are needing help to rebuild their lives. 
 A big lesson for us in this disaster is to sit down with our families, 
make plans for our safety in any emergency, get our important papers, 
medication information, photos, valuables etc together. Have it ready 
to grab quickly and easily should you need to leave urgently anytime.  
To help you make these plans we have a guide and resources at 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/resources. It is the basics for any emergency. 
NSW SES have similar on their website too for 
storm or flood. PLAN…ACT…SURVIVE! 

MAROOTA   RURAL  FIRE  BRIGADE            

   

Hawk Fire Cont:     4575 1601  
Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai  

Fire Control:           9883 2000 
The Hills  
Fire Control:           9658 9000 

MAROOTA  SOUTH  RURAL  FIRE  BRIGADE            

W hat a month of trauma to our residents.  
The brigade has been operational most days, and many of you 

will have seen us, and trucks from near and far, assist with the flood 
cleanup. We have also assisted a lot with road closures to keep road 
users safe. 
Many of you will have had to travel along Old Northern Rd during the 
floods, and noticed a couple of pot holes, but you may not have no-
ticed cars parked in them.  Did you report them or just complain about 
them? 
I decided to report them, and try to get them at least on a repair list, 
understanding that these things happen slowly. I ask, that, as we all see 
these types of road issues, ring the RMS reporting line on 131700, 
and get the reference number. The process and contractor has all 
changed, and they are only required to inspect Old Northern and Wise-
mans Ferry Roads every two months. All other roads are council roads, 
and they only have an online reporting system.  If it is not reported, the 
problem doesn’t exist.  More on this later, and see if we can change 
things for the better. 
The fire season that we didn’t have will end March 31st. So on April 1st 
you can advise on the RFS website, and let your neighbours know, 
then you begin to do pile burns. You need to have all burning attended 
to by October 1st,  when the next fire season will start again. 

….Robin Hitchcock 

   

W/Ferry:                   4566 4244 
W/Ferry Capt:      0419 448 537 

Hillside:                     9652 2245 

Glenorie:                   9652 2017 
Gosford Fire Cont:  4340 2911 
  

  

Maroota: Capt:   4566 6196 
 “          Mob:    0417 216 306 

Sth Maroota:   0414 430 959 

 “       4575 0433 
Canoelands:        4566 6196 
  

....Garry Chatman 

 

W ith the logistics of flood activity the brigade in the thick of 
it  our meeting  cancelled and The station  in a mess, it just 

couldn't happen this month.  We will do a good one for next month.  

...Margaret Cavanagh Assistant Community Engagement Officer 

WISEMANS FERRY  RURAL  FIRE BRIGADE            

Pages Wharf Road 

The destruction of a residents dam 

SACKVILLE NORTH  RURAL  FIRE  BRIGADE 
Karen Karberis N o news from Sackville North this month. 

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/resources
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Do you have an unusual mailbox?  
Send us a pic to 

livingheritage @bigpond.com  
and we will publish it. 

Solution  
to 

 puzzle  
on  

page  
 

19 
 
is 
 

WATER 
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From Pamela 

Mother’s Day Market Stall 
 

M ark your calendars for CWA 
Galston’s Mother’s Day stall. We 

will be in Galston village on Saturday 30th April selling 
all things handmade and homemade.  
 
9am – 12pm 
Saturday 30 th April 2022 
Bendigo Bank | Community 
Bank Galston 
348 Galston Rd, Galston 
 
 Come and support your local not-for-profit and bag a 
few one-of-a-kind goodies for mum while you’re at it. 
Please check our Facebook www.facebook.com/
CWAGalston page for updates closer to the date.  
 If you are interested in being a part of the largest 
women’s organisation in Australia please come along to 
our next meeting on Wednesday 14 th April and see what 
we’re all about. This month we are celebrating 100 years 
of CWA - improving the lives of women and families 
locally and right across the state.  
 For more details about our meetings or fundraising 
please contact Jann 0439 222 217 or Pam 02 9653 1036. 
www.facebook.com/CWAGalston  | 
galston.cwa@gmail.com 

 

C hasing Happiness? 
We all want to be happy.  

But is becoming happier even 
possible? These five tips can help 
with getting more joy and  
satisfaction out of life. 
Tip 1: Train your brain to be 
more positive. Our brains are 
wired to notice and remember the 
things that are wrong. It’s a sur-
vival mechanism from our cave-
dwelling ancestors in response to 
physical threats. While we can’t 
change our nature, we can train our brains to be more positive. You 
don’t have to pretend things are wonderful even when they’re not. 
But just as dwelling on negative things fuels unhappiness, choosing 
to notice, appreciate, and anticipate goodness is a powerful happi-
ness booster. 
Tip 2: Nurture and enjoy your relationships. Relationships are one 
of the biggest sources of happiness in our lives. The happier the 
person, the more likely that he or she has a large, supportive circle 
of family and friends, a fulfilling marriage, and a thriving social 
life. That’s why nurturing your relationships is one of the best emo-
tional investments you can make.  
Tip 3: Live in the moment and savour life’s pleasures. Think 
about a time when you were depressed or anxious. Chances are, 
you were either dwelling on something negative from the past or 
worrying about something in the future. In contrast, when you fo-
cus on the present moment, you are much more likely to feel cen-
tred, happy, and at peace.  
Tip 4: Focus on helping others and living with meaning. There is 
something truly fulfilling in helping others and feeling like your 
actions are making a difference in the world. That’s why people 
who assist those in need and give back to others and their commu-
nities tend to be happier.  
Tip 5: Take better care of your health. You can be happy even 
when you’re suffering from illness or bad health, but that doesn’t 
mean you should ignore the aspects of your health that are in your 
control. Exercise and sleep are particularly important when it 
comes to happiness. 
Want to know talk to someone about how you can feel happier? 
Reach out to one of our friendly and caring counsellors today. For 
more information visit: https://www.pathwayscounselling.org.au. 
Your first session is free! 

http://www.facebook.com/CWAGalston
http://www.facebook.com/CWAGalston
http://www.facebook.com/CWAGalston
mailto:galston.cwa@gmail.com
https://www.pathwayscounselling.org.au
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       info@camhaul.com.au 

Wisemans Ferry Anglican Church 
 

River Road, Wisemans Ferry  
Church Service and Sunday School  

Every Sunday at 9am 
Morning tea afterwards - All Welcome 

 For more information call 
Phone  4572 3262 

 

Uniting Church at Leetsvale 
 

Off River Rd, Leetsvale Caravan Park turn-off 
Please Contact Alan  Prosser  for  more information 

Ph  4341 7946 
 

Anglican Parish of St Albans 

 Michael Wilkinson, 
Lay Assist   0400 735 530 
Guy Cox, Parish Secretary 

4568 2188 
 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church  Spencer 
 

Vigil 
 

2nd  Sunday of each month at 4:00 pm 
For more information  

Phone 4377 1374   4377 1168 

 

Pitt Town Anglican 
 

 Sunday Church Services 
  

 8.30am - Traditional Services  
10am - Family Services with Kids Church 
5pm - Young Adults Service  
   

admin@pitttownchurch.com     4572 3262  

Next service at St Albans is….. 
Sunday 3rd April 10am 
Sunday15th April 10am 
Good Friday 
Sunday 17th April 10am 
Easter Day 
     

Blokes' Coffee:  Fridays 10am 
Women's Coffee: Tuesdays  10am 

 

Midway Christian Centre 
 
 

Services commencing every last Sunday  
of the month except July and December 9.30am 

Easter Sunday and Christmas Day will also have a service 9.30am 
All welcome to the gathering.  

Bring A plate for brunch and enjoy the fellowship 
Cnr Sackville & Wisemans Ferry Road, South Maroota 

 

Phone 4575 0313       0428 234 228 

A t its General Meeting, Hornsby Shire  
Council adopted a special Mayoral 

Minute extending assistance to property 
owners who are affected by the February − 
March 2022 floods which impacted parts of 
the Shire. The initiative includes waiving a 
range of Council Development Application 
(DA), Compliance Levy and other fees until 
30 June 2023. 
 In response to the ongoing hardship in communities impacted 
by floods, Council will offer the following forms of assistance: 

•For DAs submitted to Council for construction or  
reconstruction works on an originally approved development 
affected by the February − March 2022 floods, DA fees and 
Compliance Levy fees will be waived. 

•For Section 68 applications to carry out reinstallation works on 
flood-affected properties, the application fees will be waived. 

•For Section 68 applications for the approval to operate a  
Caravan Park, the application fees will be waived. 
 Common ‘Section 68’ activities include water supply,  
sewerage and stormwater drainage works or the installation of 
moveable dwellings or ‘temporary’ structures. 
 Council’s recovery efforts are already underway, with a focus 
on our rural areas, notably road works along Singleton Road and 
Laughtondale Gully Road. 
 We will be assisting with property clean-ups where needed, 
particularly in Singleton Road and Wisemans Ferry. 
Importantly, Council is also ensuring our foreshore assets,  
including pontoons and boat ramps, remain open for the  
community and we have already cleared an extensive amount of 
debris that has washed down the Hawkesbury River to Dangar 
Island and Parsley Bay. 
 Potholes will continue to be repaired over the coming days 
and fallen trees removed, as we keep a close watch on weather 
and road conditions. 
 We are endeavouring to maintain our waste collections, but 
there may be delays in service in a few areas. 
 Mayor Ruddock urged residents to continue to be aware of 
the weather conditions, follow the advice of the state agencies 
and report issues to the appropriate authorities. 
Issues can be reported to Council through our  
website www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au, via email to 
hsc@hornsby.nsw.gov.au, or by phoning on  
9847 6666. 
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First day back 
 after the floods 

 

T o assist our families, we provided all food for the first 
day back.  Students enjoyed a breakfast of  

cereal and raisin toast; a variety of fruit for Crunch n Sip; 
cocktail frankfurts w/sauce and more fruit for morning tea 
and were delighted with making their own pizzas for 
lunch on the first day back!  They also made a chocolate 
slice! 
School Community Breakfast BBQ 
We invited our School and Family Day Care community 
and their families to attend a School Community  
Breakfast BBQ at our school on Thursday 17th January, 
2022.  It was a wonderful opportunity for us all to connect 
after what has been a challenging time for so many.  
 A big thank you to our wonderful General Assistant 
Mr Hughes for ensuring the school looked so lovely after 
such a long period of being non-operational throughout 
the flood emergency and also for his amazing barbeque 
skills! 
 Thank you to the O’Neill family for their generous  
donation of a giant game of Connect 4 for our students to 
play.  It was a big hit! 
RFS to the rescue!  
A huge thank you to the St Albans and Schofields Rural 
Fire Service for coming to our rescue on our first day 
back by pressure cleaning our driveway to improve access 
for our students!  We were all so grateful for their help. 

 

MACDONALD VALLEY 
 PUBLIC SCHOOL 
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W e’d like to acknowledge our 
resilient students and  

community who have been impacted 
by the recent floods. Despite being 
faced with flooding for the second 
time in twelve months the positive 
outlook of our students and their 
families is admirable. 
 After seven days of being non-
operational we were excited to have 
our students return eager to see their 
friends and eager to learn with their 
teachers. 
 We’d like to thank everyone for 
their ongoing support and for  
reaching out to our school  
community. We had a team from the 
RFS come in and hose down our 
court to get rid of some of the mud 
and they even spend some of their 
precious time to talk with the  
students and show them the fire 
truck. 
Swimming 
Prior to the flood-
ing our students 
were enjoying 
swim school with 
Chrissy at the Retreat. Thank you to 
Chrissy and the Retreat for assisting 
us with the swim school program. 
We have a team of talented swim-
mers off to represent at school at the 
Hawkesbury Zone swimming carni-
val. Well done, Kamali, Amber, 
Tyler and Tori. 
TwosDay 
On February 22nd, we celebrated 
twosday (all the twos 22/2/22) with 
a fun tutus, ties and tiaras dress-up 
day. The students looked fabulous in 
their attire. 
 

W ell, what a month!! The 
children had a fabulous 

start to the school year and loved 
being back in a face-to-face  
learning system. They worked 
hard to prepare for the week 5 
Parent Assembly. Everyone was 
keen to show their achievements 
to the parents as well as receive 
their awards and certificates. The 
Department of Education then 
decided to lift the ban of parents 
on school sites, so the assembly 
was pushed back a week to allow 
this wonderous event to occur 
with parents actually being on site. 
 Everyone was so excited to 
display their leadership and show 
their special talents first hand 
rather than via Google Classroom. 
Then the rain came!!  
 Our school had many days 
non-operational due to the rising 
floodwaters and associated road 
closures. Lessons again were  
offered via the wonders of modern 
technology. Then many families 
experienced loss of power. While 
many children were cut off from 
their friends and family, most 
were safe and dry. Everyone  
experienced different types of life 
lessons which  
hopefully will stay with them but 
not be needed in the near future. 
The school has now re-opened. 
We would like to thank the RFS 
volunteers who, with an army of 
electricians,  
plumbers and teachers, worked to 
ensure the safety of the children 
on their   return to a fully func-
tional school.  
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WISEMANS FERRY 
PUBLIC SCHOOL 

CATTAI 
PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 

ECOTUNE BUSH REGENERATION 
   

Contracting locally since 2000 
  

*NATIVE GARDENS 
*WEED ERADICATION 
*TREE REPORTS by Certified Arborist 
*COMPREHENSIVE BUSH REGENERATION  
*LOCAL NATIVE PLANTS for SALE 
*RIVERBANK MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 
Fully insured, qualified, experienced staff * Free Quotes * All areas 

PHONE: Melissa Medo - 0429 995525 
EMAIL: ecotone@aanet.com.au 

 There will be several testing 
sessions. A check-in assessment 
will be held for years 2 and 4. This 
test allows their reading and nu-
meracy skills to be graded in a 
manner which helps the school 
support each child in their learning 
journey. A practise NAPLAN for 
years 3 and 5 will allow the  
students to use the computers to 
complete the task and ensure they 
all understand how the test is  
written and answered.  
 Even though the Term 1  
excursion had to be cancelled, and 
the Henny Penny experience has 
been pushed back to next term, all 
the extra-curricular experiences 
which enhance the learning of the 
students, will occur in due course. 
 I’m sure everyone will be pleased 
to see the waters recede, the sun 
come out and the students return to 
the school site. It is not long until 
the end of term break and lots 
more learning to be done. The 
engagement of the students, the 
return to pre-forged friendships 
and the flexibility of the children is 
wonderful to see, as they all strive 
to get back into “normal” school 
life  

Michael Hawkins B.V.Sc 

Jenni Taylor B.V.Sc 
 

& ASSOCIATES * VETERINARY SURGEONS 
HOURS: 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY  8am to 7pm 
SATURDAY 8am to 12pm 

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT 
 

1589 OLD NORTHERN ROAD GLENORIE, 2157 

TELEPHONE:     9652 1338 

MAROOTA  
PUBLIC SCHOOL 
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J .S. Johnson  

Structural  

Engineer 
 
 

www.jsjohnson.com.au

 

GLENORIE 
PHARMACY 

 

Your Friendly  
Neighbourhood 

Chemist 
Pharmacist Advice,  
Consumer Medicine  

Information, Webster Pack,  
Self Care Fact Cards™ 

9652 1679 

Fax: 9652 1702 

Local Stonemason in  
Lower Portland  

Jeff Johnson 
experienced in all aspects  

of stonemasonry with  
over 15 years experience both  

in the UK and Australia. 
 Stone walls and pillar entrances 
Feature walls, Steps   Flagging 

Stone carving 
Licence no. 197144C 

Tel; (02) 4575 4270  
for a no obligation quote. 

 

M & S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
  

Specialising in all types of fencing  
General maintenance  

Lawn mowing, 
 Chainsaw work  

 

ME & MY DINGO FOR HIRE 

Ph: Steve 0407 582 224 

 

  4566 8365 
 
  0497 711 127 

MEGAPEST 
CONTROL 
Spiders, rodents,  
cockroaches,  
ants, mice,  termites,  
bedbugs etc. 
 
Ian 
Black 
 

Licenced to Kill Lic no: 5080911 

0408 192 408 

 Bobcat & Tipper 

Hire 

All local areas…. 

Call Ian 

 

Mob: 0408 192 408 

GARY COHEN 
gary.cohen@hotmail.com 

 

Mobile: 0424 581 551 

Residential & Commercial work 
Over 40 years Experience 

All work guaranteed 
Stump Splitting 

ALL CARPENTRY SERVICES 

  

Earthworks & 

Rural Fencing 
 

0417 702 338 
 

www.iss-services.com.au 

 
  

Mob:  0418 647 331  
Email: goliathplumbing71@gmail.com 
     

CCTV INSPECTION - UTILITY LOCATIONPLUMB-
ING - DRAINAGE - GASFITTING -  

BACK-HOE HIRE - HIGH-PRESSURE JETTING -  
EXCAVATIONS  - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE  

ABN 55 097 973 601 
Licence No. 65871C  

Advertising on this page or throughout the magazine is $33 for business card size and small $16.50….. 
…..ask for our Media Kit which outlines prices for all sizes and includes our agreement form. 

 

     

 

Phone Tom on  
 
 

 0418 200 250 

Plumbing 
Drainage 
Roofing 
Commercial specialist 
Renovation specialist 

Gary Sim 
Plumbing 
Servicing the Hawkesbury 
 

0402 614 173 

 Dargle Turf & Soils, 

Mixes & Mulches 
We supply, deliver & lay 

  

*All types of Turf Lawns                    *Fill & Arena Sand 
*Turf Underlay                  *Turf Mulch for Large Areas 
*Screened Gully Soil                   *Leveling & Spreading  
*Special Garden Mixes                      Services Available                                                              

service Available    

Enquiries please phone   0407 218 070 

http://www.iss-services.com.au


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
  

 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
    
 

 

  BEST PUZZLES, FACTS,  JOKES, GAGS ETC…with Gail… 
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  April 2022.. 
   

1st - Abbey McLean will be 8 
4th -  Shanya Easey will be 15 
6th - Maxine Kinsela will be 12 
12th - Haley & Ruby Nichols will be 11 

13th - Jack Grogan will be 7 
18th - Riley Swift will be 10 
19th - Mia Smith will be 13 
21st - Tahlia Ransley will be 15 
22nd - Aaliyah Borg will be 12 
25th - Abby-Rose Fagan will be 13 
27th - Kewen Meng will be 16 
28th - Ashton Vista will be 14 
30th - Jacob Mifsud will be 13 

 
 
 
 
 

19 

 

 
 

  
  

KIDS!    (16 & under) 

Would you like your birthday listed here? 
Call 0407 949899  and leave your details…... 

 

See how many words of 4 letters 
or more, you can make using the 

centre letter. There is a  
 mystery word too that starts with W’ 

15 words - good 
25 words - very good 
35 words - excellent 

 

Contact: 
smartsteppers.com.au 

…
..S

O
L

U
T

IO
N

  P
a

g
e
   1

3
 

Aboriginal word  
of the Month 

“walan or bunna” 
 

Means….. 
 

rain 

Would you like the  

Living Heritage delivered 

into your mail box? 

To ensure you get each 

copy, a 12 months 

subscription is only $25  

Contact Sheila for details. 

sheilat@iinet.net.au or 

0410 504 132  
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